
February 22, 2019 

 

Dear Member of Congress, 

 

We are writing to express our strong support for S. 47, the Natural Resource Management Act, and urge 

you to support its expedited consideration in the House. This bipartisan and bicameral package of public 

lands bills, negotiated by the Chairs and Ranking Members of the Senate and House Committees of 

jurisdiction, was approved by the US Senate on February 12 by a vote of 92-8. The bill includes the 

permanent reauthorization of the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), a vital program that 

benefits every state and almost every county in America.  

 

Unfortunately, the LWCF program expired on September 30, 2018. It is critical that Congress act now to 

permanently extend this parks and outdoor access program, which does not use taxpayer dollars but rather 

relies on revenues from offshore oil and gas drilling. Every day of continued expiration means $2.5 

million that is NOT going to support outdoor access, from local parks to national parks, as well as 

working forests, protection of historic sites and many other important conservation efforts. 

 

Permanent reauthorization of LWCF is central to the carefully crafted language in S. 47 and represents a 

commonsense bipartisan compromise. After fully 50 years of success, LWCF is relied upon by 

communities across the country not just for near-term projects but for complex conservation and 

recreation initiatives far into the future. The need for permanent reauthorization has broad bipartisan 

support in the House and Senate, and now is the time to advance this effort. 

 

In the 115th Congress, legislation to permanently reauthorize LWCF had over 220 cosponsors from both 

sides of the aisle and it was part of a negotiated public lands package that was ultimately not considered 

before the end of the session. We are counting on the 116th Congress to bring LWCF permanent 

reauthorization over the finish line as part of S. 47, the public lands package. 

 

Taken all together, this legislation represents a tenacious commitment to finding a bipartisan path forward 

to support important conservation programs, and we urge you to support its quick passage in the House. 
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